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Electronic Document Submission System (“EDSS”) allows people without lawyers to submit documents to the court for filing electronically, instead of mailing them or personally bringing them to the courthouse. Read more . . .




 

Welcome

Welcome! This website is designed to provide information to people who are representing themselves in civil cases in the Central District of California.

When you are without an attorney, you are "proceeding pro se." If you represent yourself in Court, you are called a "pro se litigant" or a "self-represented litigant." "Pro se" is a Latin, legal term meaning "for himself," and a "litigant" is someone who is either suing someone or is being sued in court.

A civil case is any case other than a criminal case. A civil case is the only type of case you can start without an attorney. It is different from a criminal case, which can only be started by government officials. In a civil case, you do not have a constitutional right to a lawyer appointed by the Court. Therefore, if you start a civil case as a "pro se litigant," you should be prepared to pursue it to completion on your own. The Court appoints a lawyer to assist you in civil cases only under rare circumstances that may not be met in your situation. 

 



  
  

                  
                    
                
    

      
  
            
       Before You File

Antes de Radicar una Demanda

     

  
  
  
      
        
      
          How do I file a civil complaint?
    

  
      
          How do I file a notice of removal?
    

  
      
          What forms can I use for filing a complaint or notice of removal?
    

  
      
          Where do I file my complaint or notice of removal?
    

  
      
          Can pro se litigants electronically file their documents?
    

    

  
  
  
  
  
  




  

            

                            
                
    

      
  
            
       After You File

Después de Radicar una Demanda

     

  
  
  
      
        
      
          Where can I find a judge’s standing orders?
    

  
      
          Once my case is assigned a case number, where/how do I file subsequent documents?
    

  
      
          How do I know if there’s been activity on my case?
    

  
      
          How do I find out if a hearing has been scheduled in my case?
    

  
      
          How do I set a hearing?
    

  
      
          How do I know if my proposed order has been signed?
    

    

  
  
  
  
  
  




  

            

                            
                
    

        Clinic Locations

    
   Edward Roybal R. Federal Building and U.S. Courthouse

255 East Temple Street, Suite 170 (Terrace Level)

Los Angeles, CA 90012



George E. Brown, Jr. Federal Building and U.S. Courthouse

3470 Twelfth Street

Riverside, CA 92501-3801



Ronald Reagan Federal Building and U.S. Courthouse

411 West Fourth Street

Santa Ana, CA 92701-4516

 


  

            

              

    



    
    
    
  


    
    

        Disclaimer

    
   [bookmark: disclaimer] 
The information on this website is not legal advice. If you have questions about the law or your case, talk to a lawyer or visit one of the Federal Pro Se Clinics. This website does not take the place of the Federal Rules, this Court's Local Rules, or the individual practices of the Judges of this Court. All parties using this website remain responsible for complying with all applicable rules of procedure. If there is any conflict between the information on this website and the applicable rules, the rules govern.

This website contains many links to other sites. These links are provided for your convenience. The Court makes no endorsement or warranty of quality of services by linking to an organization from this website. The Court cannot guarantee the accuracy, relevance, reliability, or completeness of the information you find on other sites.
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